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Dry weather to return

By IDA NADIRAH
ida@mmail.com.my

THE heavy showers in sev-
eral areas in the Klang Val-
ley on Monday and Tuesday
is a short-lived blessing as
the weather is expected to be
hot and dry for the next two
weeks.

The Met 1l Deg
ment said there would be less
rain in the coming days due
to strong winds blowing from
the north-east. |

"We are reaching the end of
the north-east monsoon and
so the weather is expected
to remain hot with isolated
showers for the next two
weeks," said its central fore-
cast division director Muham-
mad Helmi Abdullah.

He said there would be no
more cloud seeding opera-
tions this week as the condi-
tion was not conducive for the
formation of rain clouds.

However, Muhammad Hel-
mi said the rainy season was

expected to set in gradually

from the third week of this

month.

"There will be occasional hot
days, but showers will start
picking up from the third
week due to the change from
the north-eastern monsoon to
the inter-monsoon season," he
said.

Although the rain had im-|
proved the haze condition
yesterday, Muhammad Helmi
said it may only last for a few
days.

"Slight haze might return,
especially if open fires con-
tinue."

Selangor Water Management
Board director Mohd Khairi
Selamat said a meeting would
be held with the Meteorologi-
cal Department tomorrow to
discuss the need to get private
companies on board to assist
in cloud seeding operations. |

Mohd Khairi said the recent
cloud seeding exercise was
conducted with the help of the
Royal Malaysian Air Force.

"We are looking at the pos-
sibility of carrying out ad-
ditional operations with the
help of other bodies," Mohd
Khairi said.

"We will need to see the.
weather conditions for the
next few weeks through the
radar readings provided by
the department and see what
more we can do (to raise wa-
ter levels at dams)."

On Tuesday, Mohd Khairi
said the heavy rain from the

- cloud seeding activity did not

affect the water levels of the

‘dams.

The reserves at the Klang
Gates and Sungai Selangor
dams were at 52.84 and 44.51

per cent respectively.
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Suhu pada pukul 1 hingga 2 petang di Subang, Selangor
dan Alor Setar, Kedah cecah 38 darjah Celsius

NOMENA kering dan panas = " Pengarah Bahagian Sains
luar biasa melanda negara ; Atmosfera dan Pembenihan
semalam apabila suhu : - Awan Jabatan s
di beberapa buah bandar - Azhar Ishak memberitahu,
merekodkan tahap tertinggi suhu tertinggi dengan bacaan
sehingga mencecah 38 darjah == 38 darjah Celsius dicatat
Celsius antara pukul 1 hingga = e di kawasan Subang, Selangor

‘t 2 petang. dan Alor Setar, Kedah,
& Menariknya, keadaan panas manakala 37 darjah Celsius
i yang dicatatkan itu R e prePoona. i Lubok Merbau, Perak.
mengatasi suhu panas yang Beliau turut menegaskan,
; dicatatkan di beberapa bandar di negara suhu panas itu diramal boleh mencapai
R . Arab seperti Mekah, Arab Saudi dan tahap ekstrem sehingga 40 darjah Celsius
d  Baghdad, Iraq yang hanya merekodkan sekiranya jumlah hujan masih
34 dan 29 darjah Celsius pada masa yang berkurangan.
.. sama semalam. Berdasarkan rekod lepas, negara pernah
dilanda suhu ekstrem iaitu 40.1 darjah
| LANCONG terpaksa mengguna Celsius di Chuping, Perlis dan 39.1 darjah
N ngenm tidath;hm dengan cuaca P;;aﬂ;;:ng Celsius di Alor Setar, Kedah pada bulan
_yang melanda negara ini. Mac tahun 1998.
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Oleh AQMAR ALLADAD
aqmar.alladad@kosmo.com.my

Panas luar biasa landa Malaysia

KUALA LUMPUR - Fenomena cuaca ke-
ring dan panas terik yang melanda negara
sejak Januari lalu mencapai kemuncak apa-
bila merekodkan suhu tertinggi mencecah
38 darjah Celsius antara pukul 1 hingga 2
petang semalam.

Menariknya, keadaan panas dengan suhu
38 darjah Celsius itu mengatasi suhu yang
dicatatkan di beberapa bandar di Asia
Barat seperti Mekah, Arab Saudi dan
Baghdad, Iraq yang hanya merekodkan 34
dan 29 darjah Celsius pada masa yang sama

semalam.
Pengarah Bahagian Sains Atmosfera dan
Pembenihan Awan Jabatan Meteorologi,

Azhar Tshak berkata, subu 38 darjsh Cel:

sius itu dicatatkan di kawasan Subang,
Selangor dan Alor Setar, Kedah diikuti
Lubok Merbau, Perak dengan suhu 37
darjah Celsius.

Katanya, suhu panas itu diramal akan
semakin meningkat sehingga mencapai ta-
hap ekstrem iaitu 40 darjah Celsius se-
kiranya hujan masih berkurangan.

“Jumlah hujan bagi Januari dan Februari
pada tahun ini kurang berbanding tempoh
yang sama pada tahun lalu.

“Berdasarkan rekod lepas, negara per-
nah dilanda suhu ekstrem iaitu 40.1 darjah
celsius di Chuping, Perlis dan 39.1 darjah
celsius di Alor Setar, Kedah pada bulan
Mac tahun 1998, katanya ketika dihubungi
Kosma! di sini semalam.

Menurut Azhar, hujan pada
tahun ini berkurangan dan fe-
nomena cuaca kering dijangka
hanya akan berakhir pada per-
tengahan Mac apabila berlaku-
nya musim peralihan antara an-
gin Monsun Timur Laut kepada
Monsun Barat Daya.

Beliau bagaimanapun mem-
beritahu, keadaan panas ketika
ini masih belum mencapai tahap
mudarat kerana masih menda-
pat hujan termasuk daripada
proses pembenihan awan.

“Kita akan meneruskan operasi pem-
benihan awan sebanyak dua kali lagi ber-
gantung kepada keadaan atmosfera dan
awan towering cumulus,” jelasnya.

Mengulas lanjut, Azhar memberitahu,
pada setiap tahun iaitu pada bulan Mac,
kawasan utara Semenanjung seperti Ke-
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1. Angin Monsun Timur Laut (November
hingga Mac) kini sudah sampai ke
penghujung tidak membawa hujan
sebelum beralih kepada musim tiupan
angin Monsun Barat Daya.

2. Angin Monsun Barat Daya (Mei hingga
September) akan mula bertiup pada Mei
ini bakal membawa hujan.

dah, Perak dan Perlis akan berdepan de-
ngan cuaca kering serta panas pada suhu

yang tinggi.
Sementara itu, pensyarah Pusat
Pengajian Sains Fizik, Universiti

Sains Malaysia, Profesor Madya

oy

il

CUACA panas turut melanda ibu negara semalam.

INFO Suhu terti 5Mac di
beberapa lokasi seluruh negara

, Selangor - 38 darjah celsius
Alor Setar, Kedah - 38 darjah celsius
Lubok Merbau, Perak - 37 darjah celsius
Johor Bharu, Johor - 35 darjah celsius
Kota Bharu, Kelantan - 35 darjah celsius
Putrajaya - 34 darjah celsius
Melaka - 33 darjah celsius
Kuantan, Pahang - 32.9 darjah celsius
Kuching, Sarawak - 316 darjah celsius
Kuala Terengganu - 30.8 darjah celsius

Bayan Lepas, P. Pinang - 33.2 darjah celsius
Kota Kinabalu, Sabah -30.8 darjah celsius

Suhu tertinggi pernah
dicatat di Ma

Chong Hon Yew berkata, kead
cuaca kering dan panas yang ber-
laku ketika ini agaﬂa]?mr biasa dan
edaran cuaca disifatkan tidak me-
nentu berbanding sebelum ini.

Menurut Hon Yew, keadaan cua-
ca panas dan kering yang dialami
ketika ini adalah disebabkan per-
ubahan tiupan arah angin dari
timur ke barat.

“Kedudukan matahari yang te-
pat di kawasan tropika juga menyebabkan
suhu menjadi panas pada hari yang tiada
hujan.

“Biasanya bulan Mac, kawasan tai
Timur seperti Terengganu dan Kelantan
akan hujan tetapi berlaku sebaliknya apa-
bila kedua-dua negeri itu turut dilanda

Chuping, Perlis- 40.1 darjah celsius pada 15
Alor Setar, Kedah -39.5 darjah celsius pada
27 Mac 1998 ]

Subang, Selangor -36.8 darjah celsius pada

Suhu bandar utama di negara-negara
Arab utama pada 5 Mac

TNFO Cara mencegah atau mengurangkan
kesan terhadap kesihatan akiba%ucum
panas melampau
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Amaran Angin Kencang, Laut Bergelora

KUALA LUMPUR, 5 Mac (Bernama) -- Angin kencang Timur Laut dan laut bergelora dijangka
melanda perairan Sarawak (Miri), Wilayah Persekutuan Labuan dan Sabah (Pantai Barat dan
Kudat) bermula Sabtu, 8 Mac hingga Rabu, 12 Mac.

Jabatan Meteorologi Malaysia dalam kenyataan di sini hari ini berkata keadaan angin dengan
kelajuan antara 40 hingga 50 kilometer sejam dan ombak melebihi 3.5m itu berbahaya kepada
semua bot kecil, rekreasi laut dan aktiviti sukan laut.

Pada masa sama, keadaan angin kencang dan laut bergelora diramal turut melanda daerah
Condore, Reef North, Layang-Layang dan Palawan.

Kenyataan itu menyebut amaran ketampakan rendah turut dilaporkan berlaku di perairan Kedah,
Pulau Pinang, Perak, Selangor, Melaka, Negeri Sembilan dan Selat Melaka disebabkan jerebu.

"Ketampakan rendah kurang dari lima kilometer dijangka berterusan sehingga Sabtu ini.
Keadaan ini berbahaya kepada kapal-kapal yang tidak mempunyai navigasi pelayaran," menurut
kenyataan itu.

-- BERNAMA
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. MALAYSIAN NATIONAL NEWS AGENCY
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Angin Kencang Di Perairan Sarawak Sabtu
Ini

KUALA LUMPUR, 5 Mac (Bernama) -- Angin kencang timur laut pada kelajuan 40-50
kilometer sejam dengan ombak mencapai ketinggian sehingga 3.5 meter dijangka berlaku di
perairan Sarawak, Wilayah Persekutuan Labuan, pantai barat Sabah dan Kudat pada Sabtu, 8
Mac hingga Rabu, 12 Mac.

Menurut kenyataan Jabatan Meteorologi, Rabu, keadaan angin kencang dan laut bergelora ini
adalah berbahaya kepada bot-bot kecil, rekreasi dan sukan laut.

"Ketampakan rendah kurang dari lima kilometer di sekitar perairan Kedah, Pulau Pinang, Perak,
Selangor, Melaka dan Negeri Sembilan disebabkan oleh jerebu. Keadaan ini dijangka berterusan
sehingga Sabtu," katanya.

Keadaan ini adalah berbahaya kepada kapal-kapal yang tidak mempunyai alat navigasi
pelayaran, tambah kenyataan itu.

--BERNAMA
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Take fire prevention

measures seriously

AS [ write this, the API index
{in some parts of Selangor has
ireached an unhealthy level of
1132 whereas in Nilai the API in-
‘dex also stands at an unhealthy
'100.

We witnessed rain since Sun-
day where it poured at a few
places around the nation. How-
ever, it is still not enough to
bring down the API and the
signs of haze are still clearly
visible.

The current scenario is caused
by the alarming number of for-
est and bush fires due to the
prolonged dry spell. Fire-con-
“trol activities use high amounts
of water, causing even more
water stress in the affected area.
. Devastating forest/bush fires
were seen in several parts of
Penang, said to be the worst in
the last 10 years. The fires at
Penang Hill and Bukit Gambir
iwere only put off after a few
"days of hard effort.

As of today, the drought code
issued by the Meteorological
Department mostly ranges from
high to extreme for peninsu-
lar Malaysia. States like Perlis,
Penang, Negri Sembilan, Selan-
gor and Johor and the federal
territory of Kuala Lumpur had

BURNING ISSUE: The fires on top of the hill between Paya Terubong and Bukit Gambir in Penang on Feb 10 were extinguished after
a few days — FILEpic

been labelled with the “ex-
treme” drought code.

As for the fine fuel moisture
code (FFMC), the entire pen-
insula except for several parts
of Terengganu and Pahang
show the “red” (extreme) code.
Both the codes are the mea-
sure of potential fire hazard.
These indications show that we
should look into fire preven-
tion and fire control measures

more seriously.

Forest/bush fires not only
threaten lives of people in the
surrounding = area, but also
cause economic loss, air pol-
lution and more than ever the
concern now is on the water re-
quired.

The increase in demand for
water is devastating to the al-
ready drying up water levels
in dams.

The people play a significant
role in curbing forest/bush
fires. They should alert the Fire
and Rescue Department imme-
diately if they encounter fires.

Quick response by firefight-
ing personnel is also vital. We
should also refrain from open
burning and should stay away
from fire-causing behaviour
such as discarding cigarette
butts that are still lit.
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Choked for 20 years

Saleng residents suffer from peat fires fuelled by illegal dumping

By DANIAL DZULKIFLY
danial@mmail.com.my

MANY have been living with
hazy conditions in recent days
but it is nothing compared to
what residents in Saleng have
been going through for more
than 20 years.

The town, some 30km north
of Johor Baru, has been en-
gulfed in toxic air for too long
a time.

The resident attribute the
poor air quality to a 20-acre il-
legal dumping ground in Jalan
Kampung Baru Saleng.

It has turned worse as the
Malaysian Meteorological De-
partment said the town has not
seen a single drop of rain for
the past 24 days, as of yester-
day, and the maximum tem-
perature was 34 degrees.

The Malay Mail visited the

area yesterday only to find
residents helping a handful of
firemen to douse peat fires.
While most rubbish is burnt,
orr team spotted garbage rang-
ing from household items to
construction waste.

The land was gazetted by the
Kulai Municipal Council as a
dumping ground in 1990 but
was shut down in 2001 be-
cause of repeated fires. How-
ever, it did not stop many from
continuing to dump waste on
the privately owned land.

Even more shocking is that a
primary school — SJKC Saleng
— is located nearby, raising
concerns over the health of its
pupils,

Resident Fook Zhe Aan, 54,
is baffled as to why the matter
had not been addressed.

"The situation has gone from
bad to worse. It's been going

on since 1990. How long more
do we have to suffer before
this matter is taken seriously?"
Fook, who lives in Kampung
Baru Selang, asked.

Syed Aemir Syed Zuraimi, 45,
said the poor air quality from
the after-effects of the pro-
longed burnin often resulted in
haze.

"Those living nearby would
usually suffer from breath-
ing difficulties and eye irrita-
tion. It's been going on for far
too long but nothing has been
done," he said.

Chan Mei Xing, 38, said she
was forced to move to her
brother's house in Tampoi be-
cause of the polluted air.

"The smell of methane gas
is so strong. We all know that
such gas is dangerous, not to
mention toxic fumes from
burned industrial and con-

struction waste dumped there,"
said Chan.

Mother of two Zulaiha Mohd
Maseran, 42, remains con-
cerned over her family's health.

"It is bad enough that we have
to deal with the hot weather
and now the strong smell and
smoke originating from this
dumping ground,” she said.

"I am worried about my four-
year-old twins. It has come to
a point that we need to wear
surgical masks at home."

Kamarudin Sujangi, 36, said
the school's close proximity
to the site was already a good
reason for the authorities to
act on the matter immediately.

"Even if the authorities closed
the school, there are still chil-
dren living around the area,”"
he said. .

"Something must be done
now."



